
Tony writes… 
 

 

 
Dear friends 
 

As I write this on St.Valentine’s Day, I am aware that by tomorrow the displays of hearts and red roses in the shops will  

be replaced by fluffy chicks, bunnies and eggs! Just occasionally you might see the odd card with a picture of a cross 

with flowers on it, ignoring the fact that Easter is not primarily about the death of Christ, but rather his Resurrection! 

How hard it is for people to grasp what Easter is really all about! I suspect that if you did a survey of those who bothered 

to think about it at all, the majority would say that the Resurrection is something which happened to Jesus about 2,000 

years ago. It may possibly have some relevance to me when I die, but has little to do with life here and now.  

That is perhaps why we need to take 50 days to celebrate Easter – it is that important. The Easter season, beginning on 

Easter Eve, when we light the Easter Candle, and culminating at Pentecost some 50 days later, reminds us every single 

year that Easter is more than the empty tomb in Jerusalem. During the Easter season we are invited to witness the 

Resurrection taking place in the lives of those first disciples. Something quite amazing happened to transform them from 

being a frightened, lost, confused group of men and women, bereft of their leader, into confident servants of the good 

news, filled with a new joy and a desire to tell the world about Jesus, to risk their lives proclaiming that the one who died 

now lives forever. We witness the risen Christ commissioning his followers, sending them out in his name and filling 

them with the inner strength of his Spirit as he enters their lives in a new way at Pentecost. Although these happenings 

stretch out over 50 days in the Gospel stories and in our worship, so that our mind can grasp them one by one, they are 

really all part of the one great reality that Jesus lives in us. 

Resurrection is about Jesus living his life in us here and now. Resurrection happens when we allow ourselves to become 

instruments of his healing and peace. It is not about you or I living for Christ, but about Christ living in us. It is God’s 

“yes” to life, to our life. 

Jesus says: “ I have come that you may have life and have it in all its fullness.” We are called to be Resurrection people, 

people who truly “live.” We are not called to be religious people, nor moral watchdogs, nor people who have all the 

answers, but rather people filled with abundant life and sharing that life with others. 

As the Christian Aid slogan used to say: “We believe in life before death.” 

May God strengthen you this Easter to walk with Christ in his risen life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


