
Tony writes… 
 
 

Dear friends, 
 
A very happy Eastertide to you all! For, believe it or not, it is still Easter. We perhaps remember that Lent, the season of 

preparation, lasts for forty days, but tend to forget that Easter, the time of rejoicing, lasts for fifty! 

In some ways we need those 50 days to remind us what Easter is all about. When we celebrate the Resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus, we are not just celebrating something which happened to the man, Jesus, 2,000 years ago. The Easter season, 

beginning on Easter Eve and culminating fifty days later in Pentecost, reminds us that there is far more to the Easter 

story and message than the empty tomb. As the weeks go by we are invited to witness the Resurrection taking place in 

the lives of those first disciples, as they are dramatically transformed from being a frightened confused group of men and 

women into servants of the Good News, filled with a new joy and desire to spread the message of Jesus. We witness the 

risen Christ commissioning his followers, parting from them and then entering afresh into their lives through his Holy 

Spirit at Pentecost. 

Although these happenings are stretched out over fifty days in the Gospel stories and in our worship, they are really all 

part of one great reality; namely, that the Resurrection is about Jesus living his risen life in us here and now. 

Resurrection happens when we allow ourselves to become agents of Jesus’ healing and peace, which he longs to bring 

through us to a troubled world. It is not primarily about you or me living for Christ, but about Christ living in you and 

me here and now. Resurrection is neither simply a belief in something which happened in the past to Jesus, nor is it 

simply a hope for the future when we come to die, rather it is about standing for all that makes for abundant living in the 

present and opposing all that prevents people from having life in all its fullness.  

Jesus says to his disciples: “I have come that you may have life and have it in all its fullness.” 

As Christians, we are called to be Resurrection people. We are not called to be “religious,” nor moralistic, nor people 

who think they understand everything and have all the answers. We are really none of those things. We are called to be 

people who are filled by God with abundant life, sharing that life with others. Most importantly, we are not a people 

dedicated to the memory of a long-dead hero, but people who know that Jesus is with us always, whenever and wherever 

we are, because He is Risen! Alleluiah!  

 
May Easter continue to be for you a time for living and a time for rejoicing! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


