
Tony writes… 
 
 
 
 

There are great problems with a massively popular festival like Christmas. For a start, there is so much tradition 

and folklore surrounding Christmas, that it becomes very hard to dig out the truth behind it all. I am not only 

thinking of the obvious secular trimmings, or of the widespread commercialisation of Christmas. For, at the risk of 
sounding rather like a “Bah Humbug spoilsport,” I would like to remind you that there are also many centuries of 

Christian tradition, which have overlaid and fancified the story and distracted us from the truth to which the Gospel 

writers bear witness. 
For example, it might come as something of a shock to realise there is no mention at all of animals being present at 

Jesus’ birth and no mention of a stable either! It is more likely that the lack of space in Bethlehem forced Mary and 

Joseph to stay on the ground-floor of a lodging house rather than upstairs where people normally stayed. And yes, 

though they are not mentioned, the ground floor was the place where people normally kept their animals, hence the 
presence of something which is mentioned three times, namely the feeding-trough, which came in very handy as a 

makeshift bed for the baby! Listen to St.Luke’s words: 

“She wrapped him up and laid him down in a feeding-trough, because there was no room for them in the living 
quarters.” (Luke 2. v.7) 

Why is a feeding-trough mentioned three times by Luke in the space of 9 verses? Simply because of the 

significance given to it in the message given by God to the shepherds. The feeding-trough is drawn to the attention 
of the shepherds as a sign, something which points beyond itself to a greater reality: 

“This will be a sign for you. You will find a baby wrapped up and lying in a feeding-trough.” 

The feeding-trough is the sign that this baby, amongst all the babies in Bethlehem that night, is the right baby, the 

one who is described as “the Saviour, the Messiah, the Lord”, whom the shepherds are told has been born for 
them!”  

This Christmas, let us take time to see what the crib is pointing us to. “Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,” we 

will sing. But this manger, this feeding-trough is not just a piece of Christmas decoration but a pointer to the 
greatest truth of all; that the baby who lies in it is not other than the embodiment of God’s love for the world and 

therefore worthy of our worship and adoration. God makes his home among us that we might make our home in 

God. The Source, the Sustainer and the Goal of the whole universe in a feeding-trough! Mind-blowing! Worship-
inspiring!   

 

Caroline, Jonny and Charlotte join me in wishing you and your loved ones a very happy Christmas. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


