
Tony writes… 
 
 

 

Dear friends, 
 

What does it mean, I wonder, to be wealthy? In some parts of Africa you might be considered wealthy if you own a 

bicycle! Wealth, for the poorest people in our world, might well consist in having a roof over one’s head and 

knowing where the next meal is coming from. In our society, however, a wealthy person is someone who can 
afford a big house, exotic holidays, a fancy car and designer clothes! Wealth is a relative term; it depends on the 

standpoint of the person using the word. 

The truth is that we all enjoy a measure of wealth. Wealth defines those good gifts, which enable us to live with an 
acceptable measure of security, health and comfort. In this light, Harvest time can be much more than a celebration 

of fruit and veg. “All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;” therefore we give thanks at Harvest for the 

measure of wealth God has given to us. We are invited to take a fresh look at what we enjoy, and yet so often take 
for granted, and see it as a gift of God’s good grace, rather than our indisputable right.  

Harvest Thanksgiving also helps us to keep wealth in perspective. Jesus reminds us again and again in the Gospels 

about the danger of making wealth into a substitute god, as an end in itself to be pursued with all our heart and soul 

and mind and strength. Wealth is not a god to be served, but rather a gift from God, freely given to us all. We 
delude ourselves with the belief that our wealth belongs to us personally. God’s wealth, God’s bounty is actually 

“commonwealth”, given by God to the whole of creation. We will be saved from the trap of making an idol out of 

our money or possessions, if we regard our wealth as something given to us on trust, which actually belongs to 
God.  

Harvest Thanksgiving can therefore be seen as a collective act, in which we celebrate our common wealth as God’s 

gift. It should also move us to recognise that every human being should be able to share in this common wealth, 

because it rightly belongs to everyone, given by a generous God, “who makes rain fall upon the just and the unjust 
alike.” God thankfully does not discriminate in his generosity, he does not stop to ask whether we deserve his gifts, 

so neither should we. 

If Harvest is truly a celebration of the generous grace of God, then “wealth” is more than material possessions, 
money, food, clothes and security alone. Indeed our word “wealth”, comes from the Anglo-Saxon word “weal”, 

whose meaning is more akin to the modern expression, “well-being.” Forgiveness, joy, peace, love and life itself 

are part of the “wealth”, which God gives us in Jesus for our well-being. Not for nothing do Christians feed on 
Jesus Christ, our Living Bread, who can satisfy our inner hunger and deepest needs. Jesus too is not the personal 

possession of the Church, but truly Bread for the World. 

 

 
Wishing you every blessing as you enjoy and share God’s gifts. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


